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A never-before published tale by the author of the best-selling Hittite Warrior, carries the reader

back to Ancient Egypt and biblical Jerusalem. It is 701 B.C-rule of the Kushite dynasty in ancient

Egypt. Young Prince Taharka, a very minor royal son, succeeds unexpectedly to the throne of Kush

and Egypt-a divine rulership. It's not long, however, before a treacherous plot pushes him into

sudden exile and into the hands of Amos, an emissary of King Hezekiah seeking help against the

Assyrians. Posing as a medical assistant, Taharka journeys with Amos to Judea where he

encounters two kings in conflict. His true identity suddenly uncovered, he must choose with whom

he will fight-the mighty Assyrian, Sennacherib, promising alliance or Hezekiah, the Jew who trusts in

Yahweh.  A novel inspired by research on the historical King Taharka and his period.
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God King is written by Joanne Williamson and is the second book I have read from Bethlehem

Books. The first one I read was Hittite Warrior by the same author. Like Hittite Warrior, God King is

part of their Living History Library series. This book, however takes place in the year 701 B.C.

during the twenty-fifth dynasty in Egypt, also known as the Kushite dynasty. For perspective on this

time in history, Sennacherib was king of Assyria and Hezekiah was king of Judah during this



time.The story begins with peril and excitement. A young boy, Taharka, is on a crocodile hunt with

his uncle Embutah and some slaves. Suddenly, a crocodile attacks and severely injures one of the

slaves. Using his quick thinking and medical skills he has studied, Taharka is able to save the man.

Normally, this kind of heroism would be applauded. However, Taharka is no ordinary boy. He is the

son of the pharaoh, who is considered a god in Egypt. Touching a slave was a tabu and made

young Taharka unclean. Even though he was one of many children of the pharaoh, and not even a

particularly important child, he still knew he would be punished...little did he know what his

punishment would be.Taharka's "punishment" came swiftly. The pharaoh was dying, but before he

died an ancient ritual must be performed to choose his successor. Everyone, Taharka included,

thought it would be the older boy, Shabataka. Shabataka was groomed nearly his whole life to

become the next pharaoh. In a cruel twist of fate, Taharka was "chosen," and his "punishment" was

that he must become the new pharaoh. To him this felt like being forced to live in a cage, a prison

sentence if you will. With his uncle Embutah and brother Shabataka as his guides, years pass and

Taharka begins to get used to being pharaoh.
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